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BY PETER SNOLENS

Ithough his paintings might not

be hanging in the Smithsonian

or the Mugeum of Modern Art,
Bub Ross is owed a debt of gratitude by the
American painting world for introducing
people (nctuding this aathor) to the
world of painting, Through his weekly PBS
television shows that ran for more than
10 years. Ross, who died 20 years ago
introduced a generation of beginning artists
ta the world of landscape oil painting using
follesy sayings like “happy accidents” and
“friendly tyees " Yot when art critics talk
ahout the great American artists, you never

hear Bob Ross' name mentioned

Bl Ruors. ded oiey permaa e 4oy 3o Bom i

1f you followed 2he Aoy of Padncing skow, Ross
demonstrated, through his painting exasples,
how to discover the artist within pourse¥ Bob Roes
compositions were bewcritul landscupe paintings
featurieg mouncains, trees, lakes, ivers and cometimes
2 wateefal or 3 litthe bin in the woose. They boakoed
sisngle, but all wern painted wich the dinary
Molamrctﬁzu&mmuﬂcl.«wﬁnﬂ It
was that eaeygoing manner that made you fesl you
conld accoemplish the syme if you tried. Ross need
Innq in icerviews that h«wau sinlifyieg the ol

inting process. By keeping the scdocioe of tools
and coloes mirdesad, the whewsrs wouldn't have to
make large ovsstments

Ihe Evolution of Bob: Ross

Rurss lesened the "wet ca-we” metbod (rues William
“Bll" Aleander, a German painter wieo bad 2 show on &
fvxl’&smmﬂumkm J4KS Kmb«zm
an metractor with A r's g the
Alseander wet-cowet tachnigue. Mu.hodm
acrealy a centurtes-old painting process called the alla
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(19 “We never make mistakes. What we make are happy accidents.”” ~ S fuss

prirsa method of painting, Als prima i Ltalian
meaning direct method, first attempe ar all
atcoce, The premise of this method is that 3
thin paint wil #ick 10 a thick print. Using this
style of painting was siroalistic, allowieg you
o conrtnae om (withaut Jetting the paint dry)
and complets the padating & 2 short time, This
stethed wia faater comtpared to the leng waiting,
periods required for Lagers o dry ‘e naditional
ofl painting 1f yoe made 3 iszake, you could fos
blend it amcry, Wiwen Rines talerd about “happy

idents,” Bx was rufirring to the fact that you
coudd scrape off the paint and’or paint oser an
e b0 correct the mistase,

The poal of eadh Bob Ross show was 1o teach the
whewer to entoy the creathon of aet, According
to the PRS documentary The Hopry Pointer, the
proprass weare tigsed Eve. He st 10 Munsd,
Indlan, for a week and created the 13 shows in
33 seaeom In 3 few dops, Only when there were
techmical prodbdem s wircdd b reclo a painting for
the sdurw, wnd thes it would be & completady new
show froee srart to finkch.

FRods made three copies of the painticgs crested
on the show, One he patoned beforenand, wiich
et off camera 3¢ reference. The sacond painting
be crverted on cmers and 2 third painting be
coettod afterwards o an waistaot aould tabe
pictures of the peccess foe bhis paincing books.

Each week, Ross etployed & 2-inch brush (mces
commeanly used toe palntieg a wall or 2 window
Frame) to bulld 2 sky. Wirh Htts crissomes

I1 OAs Whaathoradd Burnt by Bl Rind Bob B A oo WA Todd e oo o oo, 87 w 24 10 Spactucador View by Boo
Rosd Job Ross VAo \Wiet Tadwi gue o5 00 adrmis, 1B° 207, L Seascape Fearsay By Do0 Ross, Doo Roas Wet o6 Wi
Techrigue ofis on crwas, 18 5 247, S e 0 10 B R 60 A0 1203 vl e ol 3 oo wilt i i Bt s s
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k& The TV shows were originally created to promote
Bob's local painting dasses. For years we would go around
the country gaving painting classes. - Anmste Xowals

> .

wotions, he applied paint to the carvras thar had been peepared
wich “Bauid white,” which made the carras we, As the painting
ook form, he seratched i a mouscain moge in the Sackground
wich & lick of liis painiber's keife. Thet e taprped below the
ountaing 10 create & soft, misty, base. This also provided
aeposhon of the moentaing from the treee.

His woekdfiow wias always the sance. He started by painting a dark
srdecccat then added highlights Then 2e would eoplain how
yora Setwerrrine your Boht scurce. He expertly employed 3 b
D o ssudie & pine tree as he flled & the As wirs
most landscapes, be added 2 viver or pond In the foeeground that
reiiacted the moamtatns.

“Ihuis s when s showmanship woald Xick in. Boe most of the
program, Koes concentrabed om one sids of the patating, 1hen
punt bafore the end, he wonld sy something Ble "let's pet caxy”
He wosld then peine (n 4 buge tree oo the other side, all the while
Enowing the tree existed in the reference patnting, The resalt was
a complete patntrg in about 26 mérutes

“Bob was seresr padd for dotng the televisson prograes,” sasd
Annetve Kowalsid, a cose friend wio formed Bob Hoss (nc with
Raous, The compeasyy still doesn't charge FES foe the programs —

they are offeced free. “Bob
fak: that iF thees Wz na
chuage for any aspect ol o
programs, more stations
woad be tnclined to atr
them. OF coures he was
Hight” Kewlshs said He also
domated all those palntings
o the local TV stacioes.
The statione offersd the
Plinlings as enhanoeroents
for Large donations, ‘When
2 PRS station raguestnd,
Fioan visted to e
fasdraise dusing pladpe
censon, palnting oo-alr
whils the etation colected
munwy, sl then the PES
£eished painting.

Fiods vever admeoeished his
crodents. “We never make
mictyere. Whrt we moke

s huaprpy sceickerta,” b seod
while puinting Thes, b
reminded hoo viewers that
the painteg they crvabed s
"2 e owen Lt tle waoedd,” sas thut you consds] sded oo trcarry troes
e yors wanbod. This was tee way be taught bis stadonts to gros
wad develop their own style. Since the show was geared tosard
begnning artists. the Bob Rowx method tntroduced patnting to
run-arists

Purvtng foc the EBreryduy Puenes

Some art crivkcs have &smissed Ross as a commercial hack
becanse of e style, composttions and commrercialisrs.
comeg:lained thut he paintsd imaginary peeric lasdscapes axd
chut eaany of his paintings had a eenilir style. One orivic said
his show cnly shosred erodencs how to patne the gpecthic style
of Bob Roex becatise he never dernsead painting theary.

But Hoss landscapes were Intevestieg snd varied He areated

a variety of paintings to keep the viewer engaged — often
showing landecages in diffscent seasces. In addition, be made
1o boses about being a landscape painter, Durkep ans shuow, &
he was filling In a row of tress, Ross told an anecdote abour his
rarty pamting caresr, when e studied with a famous pormrait

painter. After 2 shart while, the portrait painter praled Ross
dside and aaid be shosld seic to his mountaing sed tess.

X} Shnbes of Gouy Ly Bobs Prrs By Bois WA o WA, Tochmacps o oncunmn, 18% o 4

Vawpond -8 bisa s b Al e e Ul v et b b b b
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O of bex favorste syyings that he repeated often on the show
we, "This i yoear wurkl, You caun do anything you waet.” He
wesit o0 o say that he was giviog bis viowens the tools, and it
wie up to cock of them to mock oo developing thetr shils and
cunfidescn to creabe orginal warks of art, The idea was not to
cugry but 1o create. The iy might nevenbde Bob B, but what
the palnting contained wic up to the ladividedd artise.

Althuugh be careve sy dis wessd caloe theury or
porspective, viewees loarsed about these apocs of painting
from comments he mads while working oo the patocing,
o shirmed how dmium pellow and xyp groen
pnmdbmmlyhnqwhlmlhummdlnul,
be added Sepers to & paintisg. By edding layers, be created a
perception of depth. Cften as he was finishing a painticg, he
panted m details such ax rocks with a fan beush and stacks
sceatched in with & palle kaife to make the inished ndicage
more believable

In covenid yrars, o nussbier of peeers oo YouTude o
attengpted to dupboace the types of paiotings that Ross aeated
eac waek an his show, Some of thess sttempts resulted tn
the of excell g Bk, iF yoa Jook closely, tha
i detady depletand w2 the end of the printing [ nevie
gouhnh&nghomﬁn.nlbcmdofmo(hbdms.

Bob Roes: Enraproneu

Roes created moee than 1,000 pamrings Soc the TV show —
cneless moes wives you coosider all of the dercnstrations
o padening classes be presessed. The oy of Prting show ran
on PAS from 195 1o 1959, Az the beight of its pepalaricy, moee
than 30X PAS statiome carried the weekly show In 11 yrars, he

rreated M0 mrancne of 13 spiandes roch,

“Ihe TV shows were arginally creared
to promote Bob's local painting
claewer” Kowealod sd. "For pwars we
would po arowsd the country pivisg
patnting classes”

Bob Rois Ing. malntained oveesshis
rights to the 1V peograces, which is
o Hose earned momey. To accompany
tha TV show, they peoduced » book for
eich serles that wold expiais how the
palntings ca the show weee made. In
addrion, peopls could buy a VIS tape
of wach show from the extine secies. The
Video/DVD sales of tse shows and the
books becance 2 staple (e the Dob Ross
mall order terprise,

Unce bis show became a hit, heeding advice froem s mentor
Almcnder, Koss developad a paating sspply busness that
indiuded paints, beusdyes and baginning paineing kitx, all with b
aredling face and signacore hair in the logo.

B of his rebexed xnd kind Boss b # cubtursd
Soot. People whe oever coeatod art watched the show jo to haae
ks soft-spolen woeds as he magically patnted a landscape. He
bacame the mos: recognizable TV persom tn PES history

Hi was speafed on Setardey Might Law and showed up o hair
color ads. NITV hired hise to scar In a series of peosotional spoes
thas brought an entire new audience of young people 20 his
pointing style

After being oo the road for @ number of years, Ross had a relapse
of & health problem and desided to tragm and certify a grovp

of paintery. Todwy, thowsasds of certified teachers arcund the
woehd teacs the Bob Boss method

On July 4, 1956, Bebln-pund-\wyf“l’n#amu Slnllhu
Jegacy lives co. Chodk oy PBS station un «
Mo&mmnﬂﬁnﬂ&emdﬁe-\r;dﬂmm\:m
Almoet 20 years after his death, be's accomphished hus goal of
bacoming the painting teachsr for the masses. [ zan still bear
hiee: saping, as he dad ot the end of every show, Cod bes and
happy palntingr” with his signature twinkde in his epes and 2
wigpie of kis paintbeush. M

Pater Smclars o » ariteg phogeanber snd ag ted perter wio
COMINDes N5 \2ve bor 1k ing beout i photogragns and vidng
e o Tears soen wd orbre pucl ctone Me
Mo sl U photograss o5 Bases for s Slal paint'ngs Vst
Ihest ICA oM 10 AN Tove

O] Moo ba'e by v S by Bob Runs Bob Bos Wit or Wt Todhreo e ot cimms, 8" 0 22*
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