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Stature,
Public

he pressure o excel has 1o be

immense on o facility that rolls

across the historically rich landseape
of the Virginia Piedmont, According

to the lare historian C, Vann
Woodward, tf

mare of the bloc

of our nation has "soaked up
, sweat, and rears of American
history than any other part of the country.”
Thoughts of “laying up" here are usually second-
puessed.

Still, in the mid-19905, Northem Vi

been wirness 1 an explo

i has

F upscale
courses. Resrts, countles and developers found
our thar by adding a golf course you could enhance
any property, Since then, some
have thri

the value of mos

of those golf course: while others

[ their problems.
A Club in Clifton, Virginia, has
thrived. Part of the reason for this is the Fred

Couples signature that was put on it. Bur the

ason for its success is that it

larger A5 NEVET
wavered from its original philosophy to serve as an

upscale daily-fee golf course all the while making

5
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Let It Rain: Blue Mash
and Waverly Woods
Are There for You

When the 5ig wsrms bt in Juse thit year,
ghe felky at Biue Math and Warerly Weads
expecned the uszal = lotr of phene call
from people lookisg t play semewhere. ki
waps, bath couriet cond auconmadate,
and that b when the swnens redlioed
samething: erither comne hay ever been
loted dee 1 rain “Encept for when it o
acnally raimng, ran, especiay heary rain,
1 net too bad fer owr business,” s
sy e Hills, Pecgle might net wani 1o
phay the day that it rains, but the next
day we ohien get about 30 percest m 15
percent extra bugness from peaple locking
Tor 2 place 1o play. It works, out wel fae
wrerpent — encept mayhe oer
wipsrinendeats, They weuld peobably ke
the break, but the couries drain 109 damn
well o keep clased™ %o if i's raising
gofers, den't despair, Blue Huth and
Waeerly will come throsgh fer you

BOLETDI966 or 41D313.9181
Bluemaihcom or waverbpwoods mm

M% WAVERLY WOODS
ALr EaEAN Clf Cink

GiolfStyles
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feel like they are playing a
private club.

Opened in 1998, this wonderful
lesign by Couples and Gene Bates

immediately carned well-deserved

rave reviews. No longer @

pring
chicken, 1

: course has developed

into a mature upscale matron thar

constantly delivers a wonderful
product o members, daily-f
pl
Under the direction of general
r Jusom Paul, Westfields

provides a country club atmosphere,

s and corporate outings.

i

“That is our goal from the
moment the golfer arrives,” Paul
like

walf

sy, want them o

Westfields is their privat
course.”

Since it is also asociared with
Westhelds Conference Center, 2
Marriote property just a few miles up
Route
apparcnt from the time you armive.

the attention 1o dets

faar from
I like it is
out in the country. As Paul puts it,

Although you're ng

civilization, the course

“With only one home directly next

to the course, there are few outside

WESTFIELDS GOLF CLUB
Clifsom, Virginda; 703.631.3300
westfieldsgolf, com

ParT2 A% ps 1T 1%
Ptz a3lGens 707 130
Par?2 530 pnds 638 127
Far7l 4T 639 114

Rates: 24 woakdy (Morday to Thisdda)
§104 weskend (Frday 1o Surday)- teilght
tatess 3 tmes fuctuate thecughaut the year

Directions: fx. 26 soeth past Dalles.
Intemstionsl Aport, travel appraimately 15
‘miles; left onto Compien Road: go two
e fight oato Buimoral Gesens Manue.
b is 174 mile o the leh.

disruprions, The trees buffe

from the rest of the world ¢

you a sense of privacy.”
Since opening, only a few minog

changes have been made, A couple

of bunkers and ree boxes have been
rebuilr

“That is a testament to the
wonderful original design of the golf
course,” Paul says. “We have made

changes in other areas like customer

service, the elubhouse, driving range
and pace of play.”

The driving range now includes a
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wolf analysis aren where golfers can
be tested and fieved for clubs,
Changes to the clubhouse include

additional meering s

companics can conduct meetings in
the mormning

and play golf in the

afternoan,

N course, Marrion
hotels have always been known for
their food and the Westhields
restaurant and snack bar are tied o
that tradition.

As for the course, part owner

and design cor
and lead de:

tant Fred Couples
er Gene Bates
rteamed up and put the historical
land to good use. Carved through
majestic beech and

trees,
Westfields is a course that is fun

g 3 and accessible for the novice while

S Elkri 21075
410-313-GOLF

still challenging and thought
provoking for the expericnced
player. [t does not have the drastic

changes in elevation characreristic

of some courses in the Virginia
Piedmont. Still, one of Couples”

Golf, *

will be
Weddmg : warer hazards, sand traps and other
X 3 chstacles to keep you on your toes
Banquet all araund the course.”

One of the beauriful things

EVE

2 ﬂ[ gt =y about the course is the way it flows,

available! # The par s are widely separated on
Al both nines and the pa

mix of short ver challenging and

e A nice

long and difhicult golf holes. Like

NOW AVAILABLE Couples” relaxed sty
open enough where you can use

e, this course is

your driver on most holes. Par is

Book a Banquet and Save

2 at Westfields because one of its
Dnline Tee Times
= - leng par 45 was supposed o be a par
5. When Couples saw the hole, he
decided it was too short, He didn't
Mantian this ad and receive want the low handicappers to be
able to reach one of his par 35 with
an iron. That means there are three
Thursday Dinner Hights 1 441 D Bt 5 serious par 4s on the fronn side.

2 ! ' The dazzling par-3 chird s still
the signature hole, Ar 223 yards

GollStyles
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t memorable hole ¢ €

One of the things thar makes
Westhelds grear is thar there are

plenty of other holes thae you might

remember — either for the thrilling

engle pute you had or the big number

you made while thinking you could

make
The

dramatic and provides a

unkering on No. 8 is

o reason

being raved the hardest
ard. Like the

f, length and

for this he

on th
Couy
AcCURCY are important.

Nao. 13 includes a Civil War

gravesite (you get a free drop if your

Scomn

les |

ball lands in it} which may

foreshadow what will happen if you

miss the green. A deep bunker in

Golf Styles Washington October, 2006

frane, a severe drop-off to the right
or a shot too lo

o could spell ¢

Once on the green, be wary of some

“interesting” pin positions.

vel makes three

the wrong

a distince possibility.

14 is o drivable par 4, listed
at only 285 yards from the tips. Hit
it like C

and it's am easy

sles, long and straighr,

e Miss it and

you will pay the price.
From the tee, the visually difficul
par-4 No. 16 looks like there isn't

s down

ding area. Water

the left side toa pond in

green making

One of the |
to the course is the p
Alchough it was never much of a

sment has creared

problem, mana;
even wider intervals on the tee

times to help separate groups,

STARTING
BENEFITS

relaxed pace. Like at most privare

undds in

s in the area, ¢

T Were

ng just over four howrs at

ne who has seen the

ow, Paul is proud of the job

esthelds.

done by the team ar
L n making

pue 2 lor of work

each time you come

something spec W Sy,
gular player at

Westfields sai »yme, it is like

e

monthly dues
In the heare of Northern
via's Pledment, that's ane

statement that won't be second-

guessed,
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